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TECHnically Speaking

Tech High School Split
into Six Academies

As announced in prior issues of TECHnically Speaking, planning has been underway to
revamp the educational structure of the Indianapolis Public Schools’ high schools.
There are currently 5 high schools in the system (Arlington, Broad Ripple, Manual,
Northwest and Tech), and beginning this fall each campus will change to include three
to six learning communities of no more than 400 students each, grouped around spe-
cific academic themes. The result will be 21 learning academies in the system, with
Tech split into 6 small schools. (See Dr. Clark's letter on page 3 of this newsletter for
more details).

The purpose of this radical change is to improve students' aca-
demic, social and behavioral performance, to reduce the dropout
rate, and to connect students in a more personal way with school.
To date, IPS has received $1.6 million from the Bill and Melinda
Gates Foundation to plan and implement the Small Schools initiative
in Indianapolis. IPS has also received a $2.2 million Federal grant
e j to provide professional development to high school staff.

The total impact of Tech's changes is not currently known, regarding school-wide initia-
tives such as athletics, music, publications, scholarship programs and the like. Like-
wise, the role of the Alumni Association in the life of the school may be undergoing
changes as well. More details will be provided in future newsletters.

Maurice Callender: Alumnus of the Year

Maurice Emerson Callender graduated from Tech in 1937, where he was president of
the Chemistry Club and active in the Latin Club, ROTC Marching Band, Concert Band,
Pep Band, Swing Band, and cheerleading. He went on to earn B.S. and M.S. degrees
from Butler University, served in the U.S. Navy from 1942-1945, and also served over-
seas with the U.S. Marine Corps.

Mr. Callender’s professional career spanned 42 years with Eli Lilly and Company, retir-
ing as a Research Associate. He served as a delegate to the 4th International Congress
of Tropical Medicine and Malaria, sponsored by the U.S. Department of State. He re-
searched and developed products for the treatment of intestinal amebiasis and helmin-
thiasis in humans. He is the holder of one U.S. patent and 42 foreign patents. He au-
thored over thirty scientific publications, and is internationally recognized for his re-
search in avian coccidiosis.

Maurice married Mary Frances Milholland, also class of 1937. They have four chil-
dren, eight grandchildren, and three great-grandchildren, and live in Westfield, Indi-
ana. He has been very active over the years with church responsibilities and with the
Boy Scouts. He is a charter member of the Indianapolis Philharmonic Orchestra, and
Past Commander of Eli Lilly American Legion Post # 374.

Congratulations to Mr. Callender, our Alumnus of the Year for 2005!
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Seventeen
Alumni
Scholarships
Awarded

Scholarship

Over $24,000 in
scholarships was
awarded by classes,
individual alumni,
and the Alumni
Association to 17
Tech Seniors in the
Class of 2004.

2005 Stipher
Award: Mary
Lou Manka

George Messmer Memorial Scholarships: $2,500 each to Thomas Reives (Rose Hul-
man) and Danielle McCauley (deferred to 2005).

Earl Terry Memorial Scholarships: $2,500 each to Whitney Price (IUPUI) and Bur-
gundy Stanley (Xavier University of Louisiana).

ATHS Alumni Association Scholarship: $2,000 to Bhavana Pandya (Butler University).
Ron Jackson Scholarship: $2,000 to Tim IMcCall (Indiana University).

Nelson G. Steele Scholarship: $1,500 to Gerry Hawn (IUPUI).

Joan V. Persell Scholarship: $1,000 to Sara Hickman (IUPUI).

Ruth Deane Taylor Allen Memorial Scholarship: $1000 to Aster Gebrekidan (Butler Uni-
versity).

Tech Guys & Gals Scholarship: $1,000 to Harrison McTarsney (Butler University).
Class of 1945 Scholarship: $1,000 to Corrine Morrison (IUPUI).

Class of 1941 Scholarship: $1,000 to Danielle Dorsey (Indiana State University).
Ethel Houser Memorial Scholarship: $1,000 to Cassandra Rusie (IUPUI).

Class of 1963 Scholarship: $1,000 to Hope Hall (IUPUI).

E. Hardiman Memorial Scholarship: $1,000 to Ann Stegemoller (Butler University).
Wilma Sims Harrell Memorial Scholarship: $600 to Brent Lyle (Ball State University).
The Pallikan Family Scholarship: $500 to Robin Harris (Ball State University).

Each year, the Tech Alumni Association awards the Karl J. Stipher Award for exem-
plary service to Tech High School. This year’s recipient is Mary Lou Hurley Manka.

Mary Lou graduated from Tech in 1949, and attended Butler University, graduating with
a B.S. degree in 1953. She received her Master’s degree from Indiana University in
1965. Her teaching career spanned 36 years, all with the Indianapolis Public Schools.
She taught 8 years at the elementary level, and 28 years in Tech’s Health and Physical
Education department. At Tech, she coached Varsity Volleyball for 12 years, and also
coached Girls Varsity Tennis and sponsored Cheerleading.

Mary Lou has been on the Tech Alumni Board for many years, serving at various times
as President, Vice President, Secretary, and Scholarship Chairman. She is currently our
Campus Liaison. She has been honored as a Tech Distinguished Alum, and received a
Hanson H. Anderson service award also. She is an active member of the Tech Retired
Teachers Association, College Sorority Alumni, Phi Beta Phi.

She keeps busy with family — son Steve, his wife Tammy and twin grandchildren, Hanna
and Sterling (age nine). Her hobbies include Bridge and golf.

Congratulations and many thanks to Mary Lou for her service to Tech.
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E} Newsletter Deadline Eb

The deadline for submission of articles for the Fall 2005 issue of TECHnically Speaking is October 1.
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